SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
scythe to cut the weeds from among men/' or that
"Man should and must know that God is within him
and should not think of Him as a thousand miles
away," when these things are interpreted in the
immediate and politically revolutionary sense in which
the Christian proletariat of the decadent Roman
Empire thought of them, was, of course, "not done,"
and was dealt with accordingly, by the holders of a
more realistic time sense. Professor Mannheim says:
"The Chiliast expects a union with the immediate
present. Hence, he is not preoccupied in his daily life
with optimistic hopes for the future or romantic
reminiscences. His attitude is characterised by a tense
expectation. He is always on his toes awaiting the
propitious moment and thus there is no inner arti-
culation of time for him.**
Similarly, the Anarchist Bakunin, also quoted by
Mannheim, says: "The will to destroy is a creative
will, I do not believe in constitutions or in laws. The
best constitution would leave me dissatisfied. We
need something different. Storm and vitality and a
new lawless and consequently free world/* This view,
like that of the Anabaptists, is virtually without a sense
of the passage of time. The past and the present of the
wodd merge into a single vision of tyranny. The
present and the future coalesce into an horizonless
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